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1. A Story

2. Cleansing Water
3. ASharp Blade
4. A Guiding Lamp
5. Honey

6. And More

Please also access the supplementary video content on our
website to get the most from this series.




Getting the most out of this Series

1. Listen to the weekly messages and take notes.
This helps you focus and process the concepts. Review your notes
afterwards and apply the principles.

2. Get Connected to a LifeGroup

Groups are essential to our growth and development as disciples.
They create opportunities to process the material through
discussion and application. Relationships help us be accountable as
we encourage one another.

3. Read the Bible

This is the most important desired outcome of this series!

We pray that you will enjoy reading God’s word, that it will be easier
to understand and that you will apply it to your life.

4. Complete the Creative Activities

We have included some recommended Next Steps to help you
process the message of the Bible in creative ways. We hope this will
help you to get to know God better and to go deeper in your faith
journey.

5. Share with others

This will empower you to make a difference in other people’s lives.

As you share what you are learning with others, it will not only help
them, it will also help you, because we learn best when we teach it

to someone else.
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Bible Reading Plans

Overview of the Old Testament Events (104 days)

This is a Reading Plan on the YouVersion
Bible App. It has 104 days. It was designed
to be used by families who read it with
their children. It is a great plan to cover the
major events and key characters of the Old
Testament.

Use these questions to think and discuss what you have read.

1. What stood out for you / what was interesting and why?
2. What was the passage about / the main message / big idea?
3. What should we do / how can we apply this message?

Philippians (4 Chapters)

This was written by Paul to the believers in the city of Philippi
around AD 61. It has great encouragement on how to live the
Christian life.

D Chapter 1
D Chapter 2
D Chapter 3
D Chapter 4
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The Gospel of John (21 Chapters)

[t is about the life of Jesus Christ. The 4 gospels are Matthew, Mark,

Luke and John.
Chapter 1
Chapter 2
Chapter 3
Chapter 4
Chapter 5
Chapter 6
Chapter 7
Chapter 8
Chapter 9
Chapter 10
Chapter 11

N

Psalms (150)

These poems and songs help us worship God and process our

thoughts and emotions.

NN na.

Chapter 12
Chapter 13
Chapter 14
Chapter 15
Chapter 16
Chapter 17
Chapter 18
Chapter 19
Chapter 20
Chapter 21
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Using the YouVersion Bible App

YouVersion designs biblically centred experiences that encourage
and challenge people to seek God throughout each day.
YouVersion’s Family of Apps—including Bible App, Bible App Lite,
and Bible App for Kids—has been installed on more than 800
million devices worldwide. It is a free app available on all platforms
for all users.

For the Word in Picture series, ChurchAlive will be using
YouVersion in two primary ways, for weekly sermon notes and for
Bible reading. Bible reading can happen individually, or corporately
within your LifeGroup.

Weekly sermon notes are available for every service. Click on the
‘hamburger’ on the landing page, choose events and a variety of
services from different churches will show. Make sure you choose
ChurchAlive North or West depending on your campus, and follow
along with the sermon.

To complete a Bible reading plan individually, scan the QR Code (on
page 5) for the recommended reading plans. Open the reading plan
and click ‘Start Plan’. If you are doing the reading plan by yourself,
choose ‘By Myself’. Select the level of privacy you are comfortable
with. The plan will open offering you a devotional and a daily Bible
reading.

Within the settings tab you can also set up a daily reminder to help
you stay connected to God.

We encourage doing a Bible Plan together. You can comment and
see other people’s comments. The aim is to spend time in the word
and with others so that our community can be strengthened both
spiritually and in fellowship. This is an awesome time to read the
Bible and also get to know the people in your group.
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What is the Bible?

The Bible is a library of 66 books written by more than 36 unique
authors from different walks of life. Isaiah was a prophet, Ezra was
a priest, Matthew was a tax-collector, John was a fisherman, Paul
was a tentmaker, Moses was a shepherd, Luke was a physician. The
time span for writings was 15 centuries (1500 years). Despite the
differences in times of writing and their unique perspectives, the
authors all proclaim the same one true God, and the same one way
of salvation—)esus Christ.

The texts in the Bible includes instructions, stories, poetry,
prophecies, and other genres (a style or category of literature/
writing). Over five billion copies have been sold, which makes it the
best selling book of all time.

Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, and most of

the New Testament was written in Greek. Some sections are in
Aramaic. Many parts of the Bible have been translated into multiple
languages which have been circulated for many centuries.

Languages change over time. New words are added and words
change their meaning. This is the reason why we need Bible
translators to develop a contemporary Bible that will convey the
original meaning of the original authors.
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Bible Translations

1. New Living Translation (NLT)

This is a thought for thought translation. The translators used a
dynamic equivalent approach to convey the core meaning of the
original text. It is a great translation for daily reading. It is also easy
to understand as it uses contemporary language.

2. New International Version (NIV)

This was translated by a committee directly from the older versions
of the Hebrew and Greek (not from a previous English or Latin
version). It uses a meaning to meaning approach. It remains close
to the original words but with more modern language. This makes it
a great version for Bible study.

3. New International Reader’s Version (NIrV)

This translation follows a similar philosophy as the NIV but it is
written in a simpler form of English, The sentences are shorter and
some words are simplified. This version is especially helpful for
children and for people with English as their second language.

4. Paraphrased Translations

Some of these are The Message (MSG), The Passion Translation
(TPT), The Amplified Bible (AMP) and Contemporary English Version
(CEV). The translators use poetic licence to make the Bible easier
to read in modern language. It also includes some of their own
interpretations and ideas. It is great for inspirational reading, but
should be an optional extra, not your daily reading version.
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Read John 1: 1-2 in a few different translations.

In the beginning the Word already existed.
The Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

2He existed in the beginning with God. (NLT)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. (NIV)

In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God. ?He was with God in the beginning.
(NIrV)

2The Word was first,

the Word present to God,

God present to the Word.

The Word was God,

in readiness for God from day one. (MSG)

In the beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself. 2He was
[continually existing] in the beginning [co-eternally] with God.
(AMP)

ChurchAlive






THE BIBLE LIBRARY

- Old Testament

- New Testament -
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God’s Word Is Like

ns

SERMON NOTES:

For the word of God is and

It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul
and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires. Hebrews 4:12

The scarlet thread of

Genesis: Beginnings - Christ as

Exodus: Redemption - Christ as

Leviticus: Worship - Christ as

Numbers: Wandering - Christ as

Deuteronomy: Covenant - Christ as

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are
you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” John 3:1-6
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VIDEO NOTES
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Consider one (or more) of the following narratives in Scripture:

Abraham and Isaac - Genesis 22

The construction of the Tabernacle - Exodus 35
The story of Esther

The story of Ruth

The story of Jonah and the fish

How do these narratives speak symbolically and prophetically, as
‘pictures’ of God’s redemptive plan, for mankind and through his
church, beginning with the man / person of Jesus Christ?

Do not simply identify the main theme, depicted in ‘picture’,

but seek to find the detail in the word, that speaks deeply and
specifically into the new life in Christ.
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CREATIVE EXERCISE

Draw a picture of a key event in the story (like the kind that could
be used in a Children’s Bible). Make sure that the content is
accurate (e.g. Peter fishing - was it a net or a line?). Who was there?
Where did it take place? What items would have been part of the
environment (e.g. water jugs vs. taps, type of table).
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